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The speech was not pleasing to all Grattan's friends, and
it was a profound disappointment to the United Irishmen.
' Politics do not go on well, I think,' wrote Lord Edward
Fitzgerald. ' The leaders of Opposition are all afraid of the
people and distrusted by them. . . . Grattan's speech last night
on the address was very bad, and the worst doctrine ever laid
down, viz. that this country is bound, right or wrong, without
inquiry to support England in any war she may undertake.'l
The Government view of it was clearly shown in a very confi-
dential letter which was written shortly after, by Cooke. : Yon.
are doubtless extremely pleased/ he said, < in England with the
'conduct of the Irish Parliament. I now write just to put
you in mind of the measures which passed in the last session.
They were the seed, you are now reaping the fruits. If the
Place Bill, the Pension Bill, and the Treasury Board had not
been granted, Mr. Grattan could not with honour have sup-
ported. . . . What would have been the effect of a strong
parliamentary Opposition which could add the discontent of the
moderate to the plots of the factious, is easy to be conjectured.
But now the support of the moderate, conjoined to the force of
Government, is able to extinguish sedition. . . . Much credit is
due to Mr. Grattan. He told Sir J. Parnell last year privately,
that if the concessions in agitation were granted, he would no
longer give any vexatious opposition. He has more than made
good his word, for he has given decided support. Previous to
the opening of the session, it was known from his private con-
versation in the country that he would support the war, but I
believe he did not fully communicate to the members acting
with him in opposition, the decided part he intended to take.'
His speech, in the opinion of Cooke, spread consternation among
his own followers, but its result was that the address was carried
without dissent or amendment. c What use,5 continues Cooke,
4 are we to make of this conjuncture ? My best opinion is that
Grattan is the most important character in Ireland, and that
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